
WAC 365-196-570  Secure community transition facilities.  Re-
quirements.

(1) Secure community transition facilities are essential public 
facilities.

(2) Counties and cities must either establish an essential public 
facility siting process, or amend their existing process to allow for 
the siting of secure community transition facilities, or be subject to 
preemption by the Washington state department of social and health 
services consistent with RCW 71.09.342.

(3) A failure to act before the September 1, 2002, deadline does 
not constitute noncompliance for the purposes of grants and loans, and 
does not subject a county or city to a failure to act challenge to the 
growth management hearings board.

(4) If a county or city does not adopt an essential public fa-
cility siting process or does not amend its existing process to allow 
for the siting of a secure community transition facility, then the 
Washington state department of social and health services may preempt 
local development regulations as necessary to site and operate a se-
cure community transition facility under RCW 71.09.285 through 
71.09.342. If the Washington state department of social and health 
services preempts local development regulations, the county or city 
may still participate in the siting process as provided in RCW 
71.09.342.

(5) A local secure community transition facility siting process 
established by a city or county must be consistent with, and no more 
restrictive than, the siting process established in RCW 71.09.285 
through 71.09.342. The Washington state department of social and 
health services has final authority to determine if a locally adopted 
siting process allows for the siting of secure community transition 
facilities in compliance with RCW 71.09.285.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.050, 36.70A.190. WSR 10-22-103, § 
365-196-570, filed 11/2/10, effective 12/3/10; WSR 10-03-085, § 
365-196-570, filed 1/19/10, effective 2/19/10.]
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